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1. WHAT DO WE PUBLISH?
“1.1 Aims & Scope”
Before submitting your manuscript to Political Studies Review, please ensure you have read the Aims &
Scope.

1.2 Article Types
Political Studies Review provides unique intellectual space for rigorous high-quality peer reviewed original research across political science and the study
of politics in related fields that aims at stimulating
wide-ranging debate and cutting edge discussion of
topical issues. We therefore welcome submissions
across a wide-range of methodological or theoretical frameworks provided they are relevant for the research question and conform to the highest standards
of scientific rigour and research ethics.
(1) ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLES
The journal is a forum for innovative, rigorous and
original work of significance to the discipline. Such
work may be theoretical in nature, it may have a comparative focus, and/or it may cut across traditional
scholarly fields and push disciplinary boundaries.
Original research articles are no more than 8000
words in length inclusive of all notes and references.
Shorter research notes are also welcome.
Examples:
•

•

M. Hoijtink, H. L Muehlenhoff, The European
Union as a Masculine Military Power: European
Union Security and Defence Policy in ‘Times of
Crisis’
D. Béland, Right-Wing Populism and the Politics of
Insecurity: How President Trump Frames Migrants
as Collective Threats

(2) EARLY RESULTS
Many research projects produce exiting early results
where the immediacy (and impact) is then lost as researchers seek to fashion full-length articles. In the
Early Results section, authors can release early findings from projects without excessive theoretical setup or a long literature review. In essence, these articles will be akin to working papers, where the results
will ultimately feature in full articles with an extended
argument (in other journals or in PSR). This will provide not only a means by which early findings can be
published but also an arena in which new ideas can
be explored, promoted and tested.

Early Results submissions are limited to 3000 words
inclusive of all notes and references.
Examples:
•
•

R. Johnston, C. Pattie, K. Jones, Intersectionality
and English Voting Behaviour: And Was There
a 2017 Youthquake
V. Alfano, P. Meffetone, No Country for Old (Poor)
Men: Fairness and Public Pensions

(3) SYMPOSIA AND NEW IDEAS
PSR is a forum for publishing results from symposia. These can be early versions of what may become
more extensive articles, exploring and fleshing out
new ideas and directions for study.
Papers in the Symposia and New Ideas section are
limited to 3000 words inclusive of all notes and
references.
Examples:
•
•

K. S. Gleditsch, Houston, We Have a Problem:
Enhancing Academic Freedom and Transparency
in Publishing Through Post-Publication Debate
S. Barbosa, COMUNIX WhatsAppers: The
Community School in Portugal and Spain

(4) THE NULL HYPOTHESIS
Many research projects produce results where the
hypotheses are rejected, but where the results are
nonetheless interesting. PSR publishes papers where
there was the sound theoretical reason for stipulating
hypotheses but where these hypotheses had to be rejected. Book Reviews: PSR publishes a topical series
of book reviews per volume to enhance a core topic
in each PSR volume.
Papers in the Null Hypothesis section are limited to
6000 words inclusive of all notes and references.
Example:
•

J. Bílek, Linkage to the West and Electoral
Manipulation

(5) REVIEW ARTICLES
TThe journal is also the setting for significant and
encompassing state-of-the-art reviews on significant
issues across the discipline. Articles that either review
recent developments in a specific field of research or
confront various bodies of research on a specific issue
or concept is particularly welcome.

Review articles are no more than 5000 words in length
inclusive of all notes and references.
Examples:
•

the scholarly community
Proposals should be a maximum of 3000 words long
in total and should include the following information:

S. Camatarri, Piecing the Puzzle Together:
A Critical Review of Contemporary Research on
Protest Voting
T. Guan, T. Liu, Y. Yang, Moving Away From
Partisanship: Diversifying the Motives Behind
Political Polarization

• Full contact details and a short biography of the
Guest Editor(s).
• A proposed title for the Special Issue.
•
• A clear frame or rationale which includes: the
theoretical framework and empirical content of the
Special Issue; its relationship to existing literature
and how the contribution will advance knowledge
(6) BOOK REVIEWS
in politics; claim to be original in approach and/or
Book Reviews: PSR publishes book reviews of recent thinking; saliency to politics field. We would expect
volumes on cutting-edge topics on an ad hoc basis.
this rationale should to be around 800-1,000 words
in length.
You can submit a book review proposal via this form.
• A list of contributors: include institutional affiliations and short biography and confirmation of their
Detailed Book Review Guidelines can be found here.
commitment to the Issue.
• Abstracts for each paper (350 words max each).
All proposals will be carefully considered by the Edi• Provide details of the origin of the proposal, e.g.,
torial Team members. The whole process can take up
a workshop, conference, research project etc.
to 4 weeks. Book reviews are published online only.
• The current stage of development of the proposed
issue. This should including clear milestones for its
• Example 1
completion such as a) submission of first drafts by
• Example 2
individual authors to Guest Editors; b) submission
of revised papers to Guest Editors following two ex1.3 SPECIAL ISSUE POLICY
ternal reviews per paper; c) submission of the draft
Political Studies Review (PSR) accepts proposals for Special Issue to the PSR Editorial team for collective
special issues on a rolling basis. Please send your external review purposes prior to final decision
• The maximum number of contributions allowed in
special issue proposal to psr@brunel.ac.uk
a Special Issue is 7, including the introduction.
The selection of special issues will be based upon
which proposal in their judgement has the most po- The Special Issue will be processed via Scholar One
and guest editors are expected to use the Scholar
tential in terms of:
One system for the entire editorial process.
a) the quality of the individual papers submitted,
b) the extent to which the proposed Special Issue
as a whole makes an original, coherent and creative contribution to the field,

Detailed Special issue Guidelines can be found
here.
1.4 Writing your paper

c) the extent to which the proposal stimulates The SAGE Author Gateway has some general advice
wide-ranging debate and cutting-edge discussion and on how to get published, plus links to further
of a topical issue or political issue that appeals to resources.
a broad audience in the UK and internationally,
1.4.1 Make your article discoverable
d) the extent to which the proposal seeks to
demonstrate the essential utility of political sci- For information and guidance on how to make your
ence through enhancing understanding and di- article more discoverable, visit our Gateway page on
alogue both within the political science profe- How to Help Readers Find Your Article Online
ssion, across disciplinary subfields and outside
Back to top ^

2. EDITORIAL POLICIES
2.1 Peer review policy
Political Studies Review adheres to a rigorous
anonymous reviewing policy in which the identity of
both the reviewer and author are always concealed
from both parties

2.2 Authorship
All parties who have made a substantive contribution
to the article should be listed as authors. Principal
authorship, authorship order, and other publication
credits should be based on the relative scientific or
professional contributions of the individuals involved, regardless of their status. A student is usually
listed as principal author on any multiple-authored
publication that substantially derives from the student’s dissertation or thesis.

2.3 Acknowledgements
All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an Acknowledgements
section. Examples of those who might be acknowledged include a person who provided purely technical help, or a department chair who provided only
general support.

2.3.1 Third party submissions

recommends you review the good practice guidelines
on the SAGE Journal Author Gateway.

2.5 Data
SAGE acknowledges the importance of research data
availability as an integral part of the research and verification process for academic journal articles.
Political Studies Review requests all authors
submitting any primary data used in their research
articles alongside their article submissions to be
published in the online version of the journal, or
provide detailed information in their articles on
how the data can be obtained. This information
should include links to third-party data repositories
or detailed contact information for third-party
data sources. Data available only on an authormaintained website will need to be loaded onto either
the journal’s platform or a third-party platform to
ensure continuing accessibility. Examples of data
types include but are not limited to statistical data
files, replication code, text files, audio files, images,
videos, appendices, and additional charts and graphs
necessary to understand the original research. The
editors can also grant exceptions for data that cannot
legally or ethically be released. All data submitted
should comply with Institutional or Ethical Review
Board requirements and applicable government
regulations. For further information, please contact
the editorial office at psr@brunel.ac.uk.

Where an individual who is not listed as an author
submits a manuscript on behalf of the author(s),
a statement must be included in the Acknowledgements section of the manuscript and in the accompanying cover letter. The statements must:

Back to top ^

•

SAGE is committed to upholding the integrity of the
academic record. We encourage authors to refer to
the Committee on Publication Ethics’ International
Standards for Authors and view the Publication Ethics page on the SAGE Author Gateway.

•
•

•

Disclose this type of editorial assistance – including the individual’s name, company and level of
input
Identify any entities that paid for this assistance
Confirm that the listed authors have authorized
the submission of their manuscript via third party
and approved any statements or declarations, e.g.
conflicting interests, funding, etc.
Where appropriate, SAGE reserves the right to
deny consideration to manuscripts submitted by a
third party rather than by the authors themselves.

3. PUBLISHING POLICIES
3.1 Publication ethics

3.1.1 Plagiarism

Political Studies Review and SAGE take issues of copyright infringement, plagiarism or other breaches of
best practice in publication very seriously. We seek
to protect the rights of our authors and we always in2.4 Declaration of conflicting interests
vestigate claims of plagiarism or misuse of published
articles. Equally, we seek to protect the reputation of
Political Studies Review encourages authors to in- the journal against malpractice. Submitted articles
clude a declaration of any conflicting interests and may be checked with duplication-checking software.

Where an article, for example, is found to have plagiarised other work or included third-party copyright
material without permission or with insufficient acknowledgement, or where the authorship of the article is contested, we reserve the right to take action
including, but not limited to: publishing an erratum
or corrigendum (correction); retracting the article;
taking up the matter with the head of department or
dean of the author’s institution and/or relevant academic bodies or societies; or taking appropriate legal
action.

3.1.2 Prior publication
If material has been previously published it is not
generally acceptable for publication in a SAGE journal. However, there are certain circumstances where
previously published material can be considered for
publication. Please refer to the guidance on the SAGE
Author Gateway or if in doubt, contact the Editor at
the address given below.

3.2 Contributor’s publishing agreement
Before publication, SAGE requires the author as the
rights holder to sign a Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement. SAGE’s Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement is an exclusive licence agreement
which means that the author retains copyright in the
work but grants SAGE the sole and exclusive right
and licence to publish for the full legal term of copyright. Exceptions may exist where an assignment of
copyright is required or preferred by a proprietor other than SAGE. In this case copyright in the work will
be assigned from the author to the society. For more
information please visit the SAGE Author Gateway.

Commons Attribution Non-Commercial license
(CC BY-NC) which allows others to re-use the work
without permission as long as the work is properly
referenced and the use is non-commercial. Authors
required to publish under a CC BY licensing by
their funder can publish under the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY) which allows use
of the work for commercial purposes.
If you require a CC BY NC-ND license, please contact the SAGE Production Editor at vickie.cherington@sagepub.co.uk
PSA Statement on CC-BY
Please be aware that the Political Studies Association
(UK) have issued the following statement about the
CC-BY licence: The Political Studies Association endorses the principle of freedom of choice and is thus
prepared to offer authors choosing to pay an Article
Processing Charge under Online Open the option of
publishing under a CC-BY licence. However, the Association wishes to draw the attention of authors to
the following risks associated with CC-BY licences:
•

•
•
•
•

3.3 Open access and author archiving
Political Studies Review offers optional open access
publishing via the SAGE Choice programme. For
more information please visit the SAGE Choice website. For information on funding body compliance,
and depositing your article in repositories, please visit SAGE Publishing Policies on our Journal Author
Gateway.
Political Studies Review offers optional open access
publishing via the SAGE Choice programme. For
more information please visit the SAGE Choice website.
Authors retain copyright of your SAGE Choice article. SAGE will publish your article under a Creative

Lack of requirement under the terms of the current CC-BY licence (version 3.0) for other parties
to give any indication as to how the original work
has been modified in any derivative product
Lack of protection against poor translation
Lack of recourse against the work being quoted
out of context
Lack of recourse against the work being reprinted in anthologies where the context is offensive to
the author
Lack of recourse against intermediaries republishing work for commercial gain

For information on funding body compliance, and
depositing your article in repositories, please visit SAGE Publishing Policies on our Journal Author
Gateway. Your rights as an author are outlined below:
•
•
•

•

You retain copyright in your work.
You may do whatever you wish with the version
of the article you submitted to the journal – version 1.
You may not post the accepted version (version
2) of the article on your own personal website,
your department’s website, the repository of your
institution, the repository of another institution
or a subject repository, until 24 months after first
publication of the article in the journal.
Once the article has been accepted for publica-

•
•

tion, you may use the accepted article (version 2)
for your own teaching needs or to supply on an
individual basis to research colleagues, provided
that such supply is not for commercial purposes.
You may use the accepted article (version 2) in
a book you write or edit any time after publication in the journal.
You may not post the published article (version 3)
on any website or in any repository without permission from SAGE.
When posting or re-using the article please
provide a link to the appropriate DOI for the
published version of the article on SAGE Journals.

4.3 Supplementary material
This journal is able to host additional materials
online (e.g. datasets, podcasts, videos, images etc.)
alongside the full-text of the article. For more information please refer to our guidelines on submitting
supplementary files.
4.4 Reference style

Political Studies Review adheres to the SAGE
Harvard reference style. If your paper is accepted
for publication, you will be required to ensure it
conforms to this style. View the SAGE Harvard
guidelines to ensure your manuscript conforms to
All commercial or any other re-use of the pub- this reference style.
lished article should be referred to SAGE. More
information can be found here.
If you use EndNote to manage references, you can
download the SAGE Harvard EndNote output file.
When posting or re-using the article, you should
provide a link/URL from the article posted to the
4.5 English language editing services
SAGE Journals Online site where the article is
published: http://online.sagepub.com and please Authors seeking assistance with English language
make the following acknowledgment: ‘The final, editing, translation, or figure and manuscript fordefinitive version of this paper has been published in , matting to fit the journal’s specifications should conVol/Issue, Month/Year by SAGE Publications Ltd, All sider using SAGE Language Services. Visit SAGE
rights reserved. © [The Author(s)]
Language Services on our Journal Author Gateway
•
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4. PREPARING YOUR
MANUSCRIPT FOR
SUBMISSION
4.1 Formatting

for further information.
Back to top ^

5. SUBMITTING YOUR
MANUSCRIPT

Political Studies Review is hosted on SAGE Track,
a web based online submission and peer review sysThe preferred format for your manuscript is Word. tem powered by ScholarOne™ Manuscripts. Visit
LaTeX files are also accepted. (La)Tex templates are http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/psr to login and
available on the Manuscript Submission Guidelines submit your article online.
page of our Author Gateway.
IMPORTANT: Please check whether you already
4.2 Artwork, figures and other graphics
have an account in the system before trying to create a new one. If you have reviewed or authored for
For guidance on the preparation of illustrations, the journal in the past year it is likely that you will
pictures and graphs in electronic format, please visit have had an account created. For further guidance
SAGE’s Manuscript Submission Guidelines.
on submitting your manuscript online please visit
ScholarOne Online Help.
Figures supplied in colour will appear in colour
online regardless of whether or not these illustrations
5.1 ORCID
are reproduced in colour in the printed version. For
specifically requested colour reproduction in print, As part of our commitment to ensuring an ethical,
you will receive information regarding the costs transparent and fair peer review process SAGE is
from SAGE after receipt of your accepted article.
a supporting member of ORCID, the Open Researcher and Contributor ID. ORCID provides

a unique and persistent digital identifier that distinguishes researchers from every other researcher,
even those who share the same name, and, through
integration in key research workflows such as manuscript and grant submission, supports automated
linkages between researchers and their professional
activities, ensuring that their work is recognized.
The collection of ORCID IDs from corresponding
authors is now part of the submission process of this
journal. If you already have an ORCID ID you will
be asked to associate that to your submission during the online submission process. We also strongly
encourage all co-authors to link their ORCID ID to
their accounts in our online peer review platforms.
It takes seconds to do: click the link when prompted, sign into your ORCID account and our systems
are automatically updated. Your ORCID ID will become part of your accepted publication’s metadata,
making your work attributable to you and only you.
Your ORCID ID is published with your article so
that fellow researchers reading your work can link
to your ORCID profile and from there link to your
other publications.
If you do not already have an ORCID ID please follow this link to create one or visit our ORCID homepage to learn more.

ther information including guidance on fair dealing
for criticism and review, please see the Copyright
and Permissions page on the SAGE Author Gateway.
Back to top ^

6. ON ACCEPTANCE AND
PUBLICATION
6.1 SAGE Production
Your SAGE Production Editor will keep you
informed as to your article’s progress throughout the
production process. Proofs will be made available
to the corresponding author via our editing portal
SAGE Edit or by email, and corrections should be
made directly or notified to us promptly. Authors
are reminded to check their proofs carefully to
confirm that all author information, including
names, affiliations, sequence and contact details are
correct, and that Funding and Conflict of Interest
statements, if any, are accurate. Please note that if
there are any changes to the author list at this stage
all authors will be required to complete and sign
a form authorising the change.
6.2 Online First publication

Online First allows final articles (completed and
approved articles awaiting assignment to a future
issue) to be published online prior to their inclusion
in a journal issue, which significantly reduces the
You will be asked to provide contact details and
lead time between submission and publication.
academic affiliations for all co-authors via the subVisit the SAGE Journals help page for more details,
mission system and identify who is to be the coincluding how to cite Online First articles.
rresponding author. These details must match what
appears on your manuscript. The affiliation listed in
6.3 Access to your published article
the manuscript should be the institution where the
research was conducted. If an author has moved to
SAGE provides authors with online access to their
a new institution since completing the research, the
final article.
new affiliation can be included in a manuscript note
at the end of the paper. At this stage please ensure
6.4 Promoting your article
you have included all the required statements and
declarations and uploaded any additional supplePublication is not the end of the process! You can
mentary files (including reporting guidelines where
help disseminate your paper and ensure it is as
relevant).
widely read and cited as possible. The SAGE Author Gateway has numerous resources to help you
5.3 Permissions
promote your work. Visit the Promote Your Article
page on the Gateway for tips and advice.
Please also ensure that you have obtained any necessary permission from copyright holders for reThe editorial team of Political Studies Review is
producing any illustrations, tables, figures or lengthy
committed to presenting and visualizing research
quotations previously published elsewhere. For furdata to boost dissemination. Larn more.
5.2 Information required for completing
your submission
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7. FURTHER INFORMATION
Any correspondence, queries or additional requests
for information on the manuscript submission
process should be sent to the Political Studies Review
editorial office as follows:
Department of Social and Political Sciences
College of Business, Arts and Social Sciences
Brunel University of London
Uxbridge UB8 3PH
United Kingdom
psr@brunel.ac.uk
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